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The ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting was held July 8–11, 2009 in Barcelona, Spain, drawing a record number of
participants from academic, industry, and government settings around the world and showcasing a tanta-
lizing array of stem cell science.The ISSCR annual meeting series is an internationally respected
forum for the discussion and dissemination of stem cell science.
Growing participation from a global community of academic,
industry, and government professionals serves as testament to
the caliber of speakers and research presented.
Barcelona provided a beautiful backdrop for the ISSCR’s
first meeting in Europe that brought together 3152 researchers
from around the world to discuss many facets of stem cell
science and technology. The great success of the meeting is
a reflection of the support from the local research community
and the rich and diverse scientific background both in Spain
itself and across Europe. We thank our cosponsors, the Centre
for Genomic Regulation (CRG) and the Center of Regenerative
Medicine in Barcelona (CMRB), and also the Government of
Catalonia for sharing Spain’s longstanding tradition in biomed-
ical research and the city’s historical, traditional, and cultural
influences.
Keeping pace with the rapid progress and expansion of stem
cell science, the 2009 meeting was the largest to date. Over the
past 7 years, increased meeting attendance has been paralleled
by an increase in the number of abstracts submitted (Figure 1).
As 2009 Annual Meeting Program Committee Chair RonaldMcKay noted, the ISSCR Annual Meeting is ‘‘the place where
people go to talk, even if they’re not giving a talk.’’
Attendance
The ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting registration reached 3152, a 14%
increase from the 2008 meeting in Philadelphia, USA, which
drew 2774 delegates. Scientists from 54 countries, representing
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Figure 1. Growth of the ISSCR Annual Meeting
Participation in the ISSCR annual meeting continues to grow, as evidenced in
record attendance at (3152), and abstracts submitted to (1990), the 7th Annual
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Figure 2. ISSCR Annual Meeting Attendance by Region
Varying the meeting location engages diverse local and regional stem cell communities. The 6th ISSCR Annual Meeting in Philadelphia drew 2774 attendees; the
ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting in Barcelona drew 3152 attendees.Cell Stem Cell 5, 255–257, September 4, 2009 ª2009 ISSCR 255
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ISSCR Annual Reportevery continent except Antarctica, joined their colleagues in
Barcelona, reflecting the world-wide interest in stem cell biology.
The location of the annual meeting influenced attendance
distribution, with attendees from Europe making up 42% of all
attendees (Figure 2). A total of 1990 abstracts were submitted,
including late-breaking abstracts, with 695 from research
centers in 25 European countries.
The Program: Fostering Discovery and Discussion
The 2009 Annual Meeting Program Committee started planning
the ISSCR’s 7th Annual Meeting in Barcelona during the 6th
annual meeting in Philadelphia. The committee, chaired by
Dr. McKay, looked to bring fresh perspectives to the presenta-
tions and to this end, two-thirds of the invited speakers were
new to the ISSCR annual meeting series. Speakers from 17
countries, including 23 speakers from Europe, were invited to
present their latest research at the meeting.
More than 100 leading researchers, from pioneers to new
voices in the field, shared novel viewpoints and scientific
advances in eight plenary and 15 concurrent session tracks.
They continued a tradition of excellence in stem cell science
that serves as the basis for the ISSCR annual meetings. Each
year, plenary sessions are balanced with concurrent sessions
to offer a tempting variety of science to all attendees while maxi-
mizing the number of people with the opportunity to speak. In
Barcelona, there were 58 invited speakers and 48 selected
from abstracts.
The ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting, Barcelona, Spain. Above: leading
voices in stem cell science drew packed audiences at plenary
sessions. Below: poster sessions provide a key opportunity to share
science. A record 1460 posters were on display.256 Cell Stem Cell 5, 255–257, September 4, 2009 ª2009 ISSCRKeynote speaker, Nancy Wexler, opened the meeting with
her remarkable tale of discovering the genetic mutation that
underlies Huntington’s disease. Her presentation introduced
a core theme that filtered through the meeting—the ultimate
aim of our collective research to treat disease. The meeting
closed with the Anne McLaren Memorial Lecture given by
Janet Rossant, a presentation of elegant work detailing the
signaling that defines lineage in the very early embryo, taking
us back to the very roots, and indeed essence, of stem cell
biology.
With the number of attendees and posters on the rise, the
poster sessions provided a vital platform to impart the variety
of stem cell science taking place around the world and offer
a one-on-one setting for researchers to discuss their work. In
Barcelona, 1460 posters were presented, a 46% increase from
the 1002 posters displayed in Philadelphia, 2008. Each poster
was on display for the duration of the meeting, ensuring
attendees ample time to peruse the broad range of science on
offer, with presentations of posters divided into two dynamic
evening sessions.
‘‘The recent annual ISSCR meeting was once
again an outstanding series of invited
lectures covering basic and translational
research, providing a unique opportunity to
talk to old friends, as well as meet young
people attending their posters.’’
—Professor Sir Ian Wilmut, FRS, FRSE,
Director, MRC Centre for Regenerative Medi-
cine, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK
Reflecting the membership distribution, early career scien-
tists make up a significant proportion of the attendees of the
ISSCR meeting. This year, 34% of attendees were associate
level registrations. The expanding field has drawn in new
students and postdoctoral researchers, as the first generation
of ISSCR associates now move forward in independent posi-
tions. The ISSCR was delighted to highlight the importance of
the achievements of junior investigators, offering the inaugural
ISSCR Outstanding Young Investigator Award. The award,
supported by the University of Pittsburgh, was presented
to Konrad Hochedlinger in recognition of exceptional achieve-
ment in the early part of his independent career in stem cell
research.
The meeting program includes additional networking events.
Attendees poured into the All-Attendee Mixer at the beautiful
Palau de Pedralbes, the Royal Palace of Pedralbes, held on
the opening night of the meeting. As guests of the Generalitat
de Catalunya (Government of Catalonia), attendees relaxed
and mingled in the private gardens of the palace, graciously
opened to the ISSCR for this occasion.
Industry Wednesday Symposia
Based on the success of the inaugural Industry Wednesday
Symposia (IWS) in 2008, both Thermo Fisher Scientific and
PerkinElmer returned in 2009 to offer the industry perspective
on strategies and directions in stem cell science through half-day
educational sessions. The IWS directly preceded the start of the
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stay in Barcelona.
Exhibitors and Support
The opportunity to discuss innovations that will impact their
research is an essential element for ISSCR meeting attendees.
Seventy-eight companies exhibited in Barcelona, networking
with delegates and offering technologies and services to meet
the needs of the developing stem cell research field. Twenty
commercial tutorials were offered during the lunch hours, and
during the evening poster sessions attendees moved smoothly
between posters and exhibits, housed together in the spacious
exhibit hall. Four companies have participated in all seven ISSCR
meetings: BioSpherix Ltd., Hamilton Thorne Biosciences Inc.,
Miltenyi Biotec GmbH, and R&D Systems Inc.
Support of the annual meeting sustains the continued growth
in programming and allows the society to bring the meeting to
geographically diverse locations. The ISSCR thanks cosponsors
the Centre for Genomic Regulation (CRG) and the Center of
Regenerative Medicine in Barcelona (CMRB), who, with funding
provided by the Generalitat de Catalunya Departament
d’Innovacio´, Universitats i Empresa, and the Generalitat de Cat-
alunya Departament de Salut, contributed V500,000, enabling
the meeting to be held in Barcelona. A further 27 supporters
contributed to the success of the ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting.
The ISSCR thanks all of its supporters, with special recognition
The 2009 All-Attendee Mixer. The Palau de Pedralbes offered a stun-
ning setting to network and socialize.to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, which has sup-
ported all seven ISSCR annual meetings.
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European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) 
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